(500) DAYS OF SUMMER
by
Scott Neustadter
&

Michael H. Weber

April 16, 2008



NOTE: THE FOLLOWING IS A WORK OF FICTION. ANY RESEMBLANCE TO
PERSONS LIVING OR DEAD IS PURELY COINCIDENTAL.



ESPECTALLY YOU JENNY BECKMAN.



BITCH.



FADE IN:

A single number in parenthesis, exactly like so:

(488)

EXT. ANGELUS PLAZA - DOWNTOWN LOS ANGELES, CA - DAY 1

And we'’re looking at a MAN (20s) and a WOMAN (20s) on a
bench, high above the city of Los Angeles. Their names are
TOM and SUMMER and right now neither one says a word.

CLOSE ON their HANDS, intertwined. Notice the wedding ring
on her finger. CLOSE ON Tom, looking at Summer the way every
woman wants to be locked at.

And then a DISTINGUISHED VOICE begins to speak to us.

NARRATOR
This is a story of boy meets girl.

INT CONFERENCE ROOM - DAY 2

TOM HANSEN sits at a very long rectangular conference table.
The walls are lined with framed blow-up sized greeting cards.
Tom, dark hair and blue eyes, wears a t-shirt under his
sports coat and Adidas tennis shoes to balance out the
corporate dress code. He looks pretty bored.

NARRATOR
The boy, Tom Hansen of Margate, New
Jersey, grew up believing that he‘d
never truly be happy until the day
he met... “the one.”

INT LIVING ROOM - 1989 3

PRE-TEEN TOM sits alone on his bed engrossed in a movie. His
walls are covered in posters of cbscure bands. From the TV,
we hear: “Elaine! Elaine!”

NARRATOR
This belief stemmed from early
exposure to sad British pop music
and a total misreading of the
movie, “The Graduate.”
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INT OFFICE CUBICLE - PRESENT DAY 4

SUMMER FINN files folders and answers phones in a plain white
office. She has cropped brown hair almost like a boy’s but
her face is feminine and pretty enough to get away with it.

NARRATOR
The girl, Summer Finn of
Shinnecock, Michigan, did not share
this belief.

INT BATHROOM - 1994 5

PRE-TEEN Summer stares at herself in the mirror. Her hair
extends down to her lower back.

NARRATOR
Since the disintegration of her
parents’ marriage, she’d only loved
two things. The first was her long
brown hair.

She picks up scissors from the counter and begins to slice.
NARRATOR
The second was how easily she could
cut it off... And feel nothing.
INT BOARDROOM - SAME 6
Tom continues to listen to some boring presentation.

INT. CUBICLE - SAME 6A

Summer answers a call, takes a message, and walks out of her
cubicle down a long narrow hallway.

NARRATOR
Tom meets Summer on June the 8th.
He knows almost immediately...
she’s who he’s been searching for.

CU Summer opening the door to the boardroom, about to come
face to face with Tom for the first time.

NARRATOR
This is a story of boy meets girl.

But before they do,

BLACK.
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NARRATOR
You should know up front, this is
not a love story.
INT/EXT OPENING CREDITS SEQUENCE: K

SPLITSCREEN OF TOM AND SUMMER AS CHILDREN GROWING UP IN THEIR
OWN SEPARATE WORLDS, DISCONNECTED AND YET SOMEHOW... NOT.

For example...

On the left, Young Tom blows bubbles in a field.

Oon the right,

INT/EXT FIELD - DAY 8
Summer runs through a field of dandelions, flying in the wind
all around her. It should look like the dandelions originated
with Tom’s breath.

That sort of thing. Anyway...

FADE IN:

(240)

EXT DOWNTOWN LA - NIGHT 9

A 12 year old GIRL rides her bicycle down the block towards
the Downtown skyline.

EXT. TOM'S PLACE - SAME 9A

The girl arrives at an apartment complex, jumps off the bike
and races up the front stairs. She rings the doorbell.

INT TOM’'S PLACE - LATER 10
PAUL and MCKENZIE open the door. These are Tom’s best
friends. Paul is a doctor and wears hospital scrubs. McKenzie

works in the cubicle next to Tom.

PAUL
We didn’'t know wheo else to call.

The Girl removes her helmet.

MCKENZIE
It’s Amanda Heller all over again.



SFX:
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a PLATE Crashes 0.8S.

GIRL
You did the right thing. Where is
he?

3A
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Tom is in the kitchen breaking things and basically going
nuts.

As he does, we should notice a few things about his place.
One, though it isn’t big, it is organized by a master. Two,
on the walls, is a series of framed portraits, each one a

famous building and its architectural blueprint. As we’ll
soon learn, Tom has a big interest in architecture.

About to smash a plate on the floor, he‘s interrupted by:

GIRL
Thomas.

Tom freezes.

TOM
Rachel? What are you doing here?

Rachel is Tom’s l2-year old half-sister.

RACHEL
I'm here to help you.

TOM
Help me how?

RACHEL
First, put down the plate.

CUT TO:
INT TOM'S APARTMENT - LATER 11

Tom sits next to Rachel. Paul and Mckenzie sit on either side
of them.

TOM
I'm gonna be sick.

RACHEL
Drink this.

She hands him a glass. Tom drinks it down.

MCKENZIE
What is that?

RACHEL
Vodka.
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TOM
(grimacing at the taste)
More.

He gulps another down.

Tom

EXT

Tom

EXT

Tom

ENT

Tom

TOM
Does Mom know you’re here? It'’s
gotta be past 10.

RACHEL
Don’t worry about it. Start from
the beginning. Tell us what
happened. ..
takes a deep breath.
ANGELUS PLAZA - EARLTIER THAT DAY 12

and Summer eat sandwiches on the bench.

TOM (V.O.)
We spent the whole day together.

DOWNTOWN FOOD MARKET - EARLIER THAT DAY 13
and Summer walk through the stalls.
COFFEE HOUSE - EARLIER THAT DAY 14

and Summer seated outside drinking coffee. He reads the

newspaper, she reads a novel.

EXT

Tom

INT

Tom

MOVIE THEATER - EARLIER THAT DAY 15
and Summer walk out of a movie theatre.
RECORD STORE - EARLIER THAT DAY 16

and Summer shop for music. Tom excitedly shows Summer a

Ringo Starr solo album.

INT

INT

Tom

TOM’'S PLACE - SAME 17
RACHEL
And then what?
DINER - EARLIER THAT NIGHT 18
and Summer in a booth ordering dinner.
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TOM
(to WAITRESS)
You know...let’s go crazy, I’ll
have BOTH.
(to Summer)
God, I love eating pancakes at

night. It’s like the greatest thing

ever. How great is this?

SUMMER
I think we should stop seeing each
other.

PLACE - AS BEFORE

RACHEL
Just like that?

TOM
Just like that.

PAUL
Did she say why?

— AS BEFORE

SUMMER
This thing. This whatever it is.
You and me. Do you think this is
normal?

TOM
I don’t know. Who careg?! I'm
happy. Aren’t you happy?

SUMMER
You’re happy?

TOM
You’re not?

SUMMER
All we do is argue!

TOM
That is bullshit!

PLACE - AS BEFORE

RACHEL
Maybe she was just in a bad mocd.

19

20

21
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PAUL
A hormonal thing.

RACHEL
PMS3?

TOM
(to Rachel)
What do you know about PMS?

RACHEL
More than you.

TOM
Oh my god.

MCKENZIE
Then what?

INT DINER - AS BEFORE

SUMMER
This can’t be a total surprise. I
mean, we’ve been like Sid and Nancy
for months.

TOM
Summer, Sid stabbed Nancy seven
times with a kitchen knife. We’ve
had some disagreements but I hardly
think I'm Sid Viciocus.

SUMMER
Neo... I'm sid.

TOM
(beat)
Oh so I'm Nancy?!

The Waitress comes out with the food. Tom and Summer stop
their discussion until the meal is served and the Waitress
leaves. Summer starts to eat.

SUMMER
Let’s just eat and we’ll talk about
it after.

Without another word she goes back to her pancakes. Tom
watches her eat like this is the worst travesty in the
history of mankind.

22
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SUMMER
(mouth full)
Mmm, you’re so right. These are
great pancakes!

Tom looks at his food in disgust. He may never eat again.
SUMMER
(innccent)
What?

Tom stands up to go.

SUMMER
Tom, don’t. Come back. You’‘re still
my best fr——-
The sound slows down on the word “friend” (which is an awful,

awful word). THE IMAGE FREEZES AND WE ZOOM IN ON TOM’S
STUNNED FACE.

INT TOM'S PLACE - AS BEFORE 23
Silence for a few beats.

PAUL
Jesus.

RACHEL
Here.

Tom drinks more vodka.

RACHEL
Let’s be rational for a second.

TOM
Yes. Let’s.

RACHEL
You’ve broken up with girls before.

TOM
Right.

RACHEL
Girls have broken up with you
before.

TOM

This is different.
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RACHEL
Why?

TOM
Cause it’s Summer.

MCKENZIE
Come on, she wasn’t that special.

Both Paul and Rachel look at McKenzie with faces that suggest
he’s wrong there.

MCKENZIE
So you’ll find someone else. Point
is, Hansen. You’'re the best guy I
know. You’'ll get over her.

PAUL
It’'s like they say...there’s plenty
other fish in the sea.

TOM
No.

PAUL
Sure they do. They say that.

TOM
Well they’re lying, Paul. It isn’‘t
true. This is the girl I’'ve been
locking for. I don’t want to get
over her.
(beat)
I want to get her back.

INT CONFERENCE ROCM - DAY 24

Tom as we saw him earlier. Bored. In the boardroom. McKenzie
is in mid-presentation.
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MCKENZIE
...and if we want the jump on those
conservative, right-wing neo-Nazis
at Hallmark, maybe playing it safe
is the wrong approach. The nuclear
family is dead and we need a new
holiday to recognize that.

McKenzie holds up a home-made photoshopped family portrait of
Martina Navratilova, Ellen DeGeneres, and the kid from “Jerry
Maguire”.

MCKENZIE
May 21lst. Other Mother'’s Day.

The co-workers nod and digest this idea. VANCE is the head of
the department.

VANCE
Hmmm. That’s an intriguing idea
McKenzie. Along with Grossman’s
“Magellan Day” 1I'd say we’ve got
some potential here. What do you
think Hansen? Could you write up
some prototypes for these?

Tom is about to answer when... the door opens.

SUMMER
Excuse me, Mr. Vance? There’'s a
call for you on line 3.

And in walks this girl. Summer. We’ve met her by now but Tom
hasn‘t. This is the first time. His eyes go wide and from
that moment on, he can’t take them off her.

VANCE
(to the table)
Everyone this is Summer, my new
assistant. Summer Jjust moved here
from...

SUMMER
Michigan.

VANCE
Right. Michigan. Well, Summer,
everyone. Everyone, Summer. ExXcuse
me, I have to take this.

SUMMER
Nice to meet you all.
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Summer gives a little wave before following Vance out. Tom
loocks like he’s just seen God. And on his face, we hear:

NARRATOR
There’s only two kinds of people in
the world. There’s women... and

there’s men.
CUT TO:
EXT STREET - DAY - 16MM B&W 25
Summer rides a bicycle down the street.

NARRATOR
Summer Finn was a woman.

FREEZE on SUMMER. (Throughout the following, SUBTITLES will
reveal specifics of the Narrator’s points.)

NARRATOR
Height: average.

Titles reveal specifics: 57 5”

NARRATOR
Weight: average.

Titles: 121 pounds.

NARRATOR
Shoe size: slightly above average.

Titles: Size 8.
NARRATOR
For all intents and purposes,
Summer Finn... just another girl.

RESUME regular speed.

NARRATOR
Except she wasn’'t.

(-5513) .

INSERT - Summer’s High School Yearbook, littered with letters
from classmates.
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NARRATOR
To wit: in 1999, Summer quoted a
song by the Scottish band Belle &
Sebastian in her high school
yearbook.

INSERT - Sales Chart of the LP “The Boy With the Arab 27
Strap” by Region, showing an unusual spike in the greater
Michigan area.

NARRATOR
This spike in Michigan sales of
their album “Boy With the Arab
Strap” continues to puzzle industry
analysts.

(-4779)

INT COLLEGE CAMPUS - ICE CREAM PARLOR - DAY - 16MM B&W 28
Summer works as a dipper at a busy cld timey campus creamery.

NARRATOR
Summer’s employment at Two Cents
Plain during second semester
sophomore year coincided with an
inexplicable 212% increase in
revenue.

In between orders, Summer sneaks a taste of one of the
flavors.

(=3)
INT APARTMENT - DAY - 16MM B&W 29

Summer is shown a vacant apartment by a SEEDY-LOOKING
LANDLORD.

NARRATOR
Every apartment Summer rented was

offered at an average rate of 9.2%
below market value.

(-1)
EXT/ INT CITY BUS - DAY - 16MM B&W 30

Summer climbs on to a city bus during a busy morning.
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NARRATOR
And her round-trip commute to work
averaged 18.4 double-takes per day.

Sure enough, several MALE RIDERS and the DRIVER have to look
twice.

NARRATOR
It was a rare quality, this “esprit
special.” Rare, and yet something
every post-adolescent male has
encountered at least once in their
lives.

EXT STREET - DAY - 16MM B&W 31
Summer continues to ride her bicycle down the street.

NARRATOR
That’s the third kind of person in
the world...

Alone, oblivious, and in her own world.

NARRATOR
the kind that breaks hearts
without trying.

(3 & 4)

INT. OFFICE - DAY 32
Tom trying to work. And failing. He turns to McKenzie.

MCKENZIE
Dude. I hear she’s a bitch from
hell!

TOM
(disappeointed)
Really?

MCKENZIE
Patel tried to talk to her in the
copy room. She was totally not
having it.

TOM
Maybe she was just in a hurry.



















































































































































































































































































































































